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THE BODY OF ENGLISH
 

 

 

elow).

T hus, English was half rooted in the Germanic 
languages (German, Norse, Scandinavian) and 

half in the Romance languages (French and Latin), 
and so we fi nd the BODY OF ENGLISH to have 

a “GERMAN” trunk framed by the “ROMANCE” 
languages -- French throat, Latin legs.

With the Renaissance, Europe was reborn as it 
re-inherited the wisdom of the Ancient Greeks. 
This rebirth had many repercussions; including

the resurgence of scientifi c and philosophical 
thought and, in English, the Great Vowel Shift 

of the Sixteenth Century, announcing the end of 
Middle English. Upon this new stage, Shakespeare 

came forth to show the glory and power of many 
languages at once.

As the Greek wisdom tradition was reinherited, it 
infused English with logical brilliance, and we fi nd 

that most of our intellectual concepts and newly 
created words (neologisms) are GREEK.  Thus, in 

the BODY OF ENGLISH, the logical and noetic 
head speaks most often in Greek.

This melding of Germanic, Romance and Greek 
languages began the period of MODERN ENGLISH, 

which rode upon the deck of the expanding British 
Empire to affect and be affected by a host of other 

languages around the world.

Thus, English has the largest vocabulary of any 
language and draws strengths and subtleties from 

many tongues: it is the language of science, travel, 
business, diplomacy, and aviation. English can be 
complex and simple, supple and exact, useful and 

poetic, religious and rational. 

 How To Use This Chart 

During vocabulary development, guide the children 
to place their words upon the BODY OF ENGLISH 
(or otherwise indicate its linguistic membership), 
according to the words  ̓roots — by post-its, cards, 

tatoos, etc.  Words with roots other than Greek, 
French, Germanic, or Latin should be posted near 
the FEET. Vocabulary words can be assigned for 

investigation and posted upon the chart as the 
children discover their word origins. 

Along with this poster, please fi nd lists of words that 
can be used to show exemplary linguistic patterns. 
Go to FrankMarrero.com/bodyofenglish for more 

word lists and lesson plans.

       Other languages should be pointed out and given space: amongst these are:   Arabic, Hindi, Italian, Spanish, Farsi, Hebrew, Ewe (from Africa), and MORE!
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